
The Nechaev period of 
Michael Bakunin's career 
(1869-1872) was relatively 
brief. Yet, apart from be¬ 
ing a fascinating psycholo- 
jgical drama, it forms an 
important chapter in the 
history of the Russian rev¬ 
olutionary movement, pos¬ 
ting fundamental questions 
of revolutionary tactics and 
revolutionary morality with 
which radicals have conti¬ 
nued to grapple to this day. 
Bakunin's relationship with 
Nechaev was also a contri¬ 
buting factor in his famous 
conflict with Marx and his 
expulsion from the First 
International. And it led 
him to a reexamination of 
his revolutionary doctrines 
and to a reassertion of his 
libertarian principles as 
against what he called the 
"Jesuitism" and "Machia¬ 
vellianism" of his young 
disciple. We are therefore 
greatly indebted to Arthur 
Lehning and Michael 
Confino (see Bibliographi¬ 
cal Note) for making avail¬ 
able the necessary materi¬ 
als for a reappraisal of the 
Nechaev affair, which is 
the object of the present 
essay. 
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